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NON-RESISTANCE AND PEACE-AT-ANY-PRICE 


| - 
i “Looking tol thine own duty thou shouldst not tremble; for 
there is nothing more welcome to a Kshattriya (warrior) than 
righteous war. | 
“Happy the Kshattriyas, O Partha, who obtain such a fight, 
offered unsought as an open door to heaven. 
| “But if thou wilt not carry on this righteous warfare, then, 
casting away thine own duty and thine honor, thou wilt incur 
sin. | 
“Therefore stand up, O son of Kunti, resolute to fight. 
“Taking as equal pleasure and pain, gain and loss, victory 
and defeat, gird thee for the battle, thus thou shalt not incur 


n. | 
“Thy business is with the action only, never with its fruits ; 
so let not the fruit of action be thy motive, nor be thou to inac- 
tion attached. . | 
; “Perform action, O Dhananjaya, dwelling in union with 
the divine.” | —Bhagavad Gita. 
There are many who believe that Non-Resistance involves peace- 
at-any-price ; this is far from being the case, however, for, although 
the Non-Resistant will not fight on a personal issue, and never with 
hatred in his heart, yet there will be times when “looking to his own 
duty” may bring him into opposition with the selfish desires of other 
_ men; and if these are directed towards the destruction of the com- 
munity, as they invariably are, he will have to uphold the right, at 
whatever cost, 
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The Non-Resistant must “stand with anybody that stands right, 
stand with him while he is right, and part with him when he goes 
wrong. 

The normal man aims to live at peace in the world; but he also 
knows that before there can be peace, there must be justice, Justice 
is then his endeavor. 

The immunity from war which is the result of fear and tyranny 
will last for a time perhaps, but it is founded upon negation and will 
eventually be torn down, The schoolboy bully of today before whom 
all his companions quail and whom they obey for the sake of peace 
because they are afraid to do otherwise, will be overthrown tomor- 
row if the true nature of his rule is recognized; for though he is 
stronger than any one or two, yet his power is as thistle-down before 
the wind of public opinion. When once the injustice of his claim is 
seen, all will join against him, and his day be done. 

Peace at the price of dishonor is recognized by all men as the 
depth of degradation, and rightly $ for such peace is not truly 
Peace but inertia. 

There are then occasions when | leven the Non-Resistant will 
have to “stand firm and go forward”; and such action may involve 
opposition to the destructive plans of another, and may look, at first 
sight, very like war, as the world knows war, 

Yet there is as great a difference between the two activities as 
there is between Peace and lethargy. The action of the Non-Resist- 
ant is constructive, it aids all that is good and right, it strengthens 
and adds to the welfare of the community. If all men therein are 
working loyally for the general good, there will be no opposition to 
his standing firm and going forward; for every step forward of one 
member of a united body of people will carry the whole body for- 
ward and will benefit all. 

This is not War, the Destroyer, but The Holy War! 

Tt is part of that warfare which all men must wage against the 
impulses and desires of their lower natures. As it is in the indi- 
vidual, so it is in the community. All must’ stand with the right 
and part from the wrong, however deep the wound that may be 
caused by the severance, and however strenuous the opposition it 
involves. 

So long as man exists and is called upon to balance truly be- 
tween “good” and “evil” there will be some degree of struggle; 
for until man is perfected he cannot otherwise blend these two 
opposites. 

Nothing is “evil” in itself; it does but lack the “good.” This 
is why the wise man does not combat it. Evil is a shadow—nothing 
in reality—though making a great appearance and calculated to in- 
spire fear in the hearts of the weak. It is not essential in our lives, 
but is nevertheless present with us all in a greater or less degree, 
and our problem is to utilize it, to whet our axe upon its grindstone, 


to see into it and beyond it, and when the time is ripe to walk right 
through it and dissipate its fearsomeness for all time and for all men. 

Non-Resistance is the Law of Love. This is the test to be ap- 
plied to all our acts, motives, feelings and emotions. The surgeon 
uses the knife and inflicts a painful wound upon his patient; but 
such action although momentarily destructive of tissue and leading 
to inharmony and pain is nevertheless universally approved because 
of its intention to heal, and on account of the love accompanying it— 
love of science, of health, of his fellow-man. Although apparently 
destructive, this operation is in reality the reverse, being highly 
constructive. 

In an organization, like our own for example, the same condi- 
tions may arise as above, and the peace of the whole may demand the 
use of the surgeon’s knife. We must not therefore shrink from the 
apparently destructive nature of the operation required, but must 
call in to our assistance all the skill that the world offers to meet 
the emergency. We must take measures, primarily and principally, 
for the good health of the whole body, next for the benefit of each 
and every member, and lastly we must see to it that harmony be 
restored in the part affected, cutting off if necessary even the “right 
hand.” In an organization we can do as the crab does, and grow 
another right hand, using greater care and watchfulness than before 
and sending to the new organ all the vigor and energy that it needs 
for healthy robustness. 

When the Non-Resistant fights, it is in love and not in hatred— 
love for his brother, for a Cause, for an ideal, love of Order and of 
God: Nor does he forget to love his enemy, although obliged at the 
moment to contend with him; but he tempers with mercy the justice 
that he must in duty mete out to the aggressor. 

It is an error to believe that Non-Resistance is one with inertia, 
or that it leads to weakness or to Peace-at-any-price. He who will 
not take active measures to defend the right against the wrong when 
the duty plainly falls to him to do so, is as blameworthy as the one 
who seeks to'avenge every little offence that he imagines to have 
heen offered to his personality. 

The Non-Resistant will not fight on personal grounds; all slights 
and personal attacks of whatever kind remain unnoticed by him, 
either intentionally, or because he is truly unaware of the hostility 
of his aggressor. He loves his enemy as if he were a friend in dis- 
guise—as indeed all enemies are, did we but realize the fact. 

| All the activities of the wise man make towards Peace ; not how- 
ever peace-at-any-price but the true Peace which is the fruit of 
Justice. 

For how can there be peace if error is not opposed by Truth; 
if vice is not conquered by Virtue; if revolt is not enchained by 
Obedience; and if pride and hypocrisy are not destroyed by the 
force of Spirituality, by Reason and by Justice? 
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But the soul that ascends to worship the great God is plain and 
true; has no rose-color, no fine friends, no chivalry, no adventures ; 
does not want admiration; dwells in the hour that now is, in the 
earnest experience of the common day,—by reason of the present 
moment and the mere trifle having become porous to thought, and 
bibulous of the sea of light. —Emerson. The Over-Soul. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


On Oct. 1, 1912, the Oriental Esoteric Society will close its 
temporary summer headquarters at 1419 R Street, N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C., and return to its old address of 1443 Q Street, N. W. 
On and after this date no mail should be sent to the summer ad- 
dress. 

All correspondence pertaining to the work of the Center or 
Society—lessons, applications for Membership, etc., etc.—should be 
addressed to the President or Secretary. 

BuLLetin subscriptions and correspondence should be ad- 
dressed to THE BuLLeTIN Department, care of the O. E. Society, 
as above. 

All Library mail, request for loan or purchase of books, Li- 
brary deposits, and books to be returned to the Library should be 
sent to “The Oriental Esoteric Library,” care of the Oriental 
Esoteric Society, 1443 Q Street, N. W., Washingtoh, D. C. 

The Library will open at its headquarters this Fall a free pub- 
lic reading room for the benefit of Members, visitors, and those 
interested in philosophic and occult literature. 


O. E. S. PINS AND PENDANTS 


The object of possessing a Society pin is two-fold: first, it at- 
tracts to the one who wears it the vibrations of all the brothers 
and kindred souls working for the same objects, thus bringing 
an added strength of unity; and secondly, it is useful as a means 
of recognizing a brother in a strange city. Moreover, embodying 
as it does the Symbol of the Society, it has helpful vibrations of 
its own. It is besides “a thing of beauty” in itself, 


These pins may be ordered from The Secretary. 


CONDITIONS OF ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


1. Any earnest and spiritually minded person who is desirous 
of giving active aid to the work, and who is sufficiently advanced to 
receive this degree, is eligible for Active Membership. 


2. Corresponding Members who desire more advanced instruc- 
tion and who are in good standing are eligible for Active Mem- 
bership. 

. Active Members are required to pass an initiatory examina- 
tion in person, or if at a distance, in writing. 


4. Application for admission should be made on a blank pro- 
vided for the purpose by the Secretary. It must be addressed to 
the President, stating, in full, name, profession, nationality, etc., 
of the applicant, the services he has rendered to humanity, and his 
reasons for wishing to join the Society. 


5. Every Active Member of the Society must be willing to 


obey strictly the General Regulations governing it. 


6. Active Members are required, unless unavoidably prevented 
by distance or otherwise, to be present at the meetings held by the 
Society for study. 


7. Every Active Member must make an offering to the Society 
upon his Initiation, the amount of which is voluntary. The regular 
dues are: Active Members, $1.00 a month, due on the first day of 
each month. Members not residing within reach of a Branch, $1.00 
a month, due from October Ist to June Ist, inclusive. ($9.00.) 

Where it is impossible for the person aspiring to active mem- 
bership to come to Washington for Initiation, it can be arranged to 
have’ Initiation given in any part of the world. 


A SUGGESTION 


Many Corresponding Members—especially those who have been 
in this degree for some time—have become interested in those deeper 
phases of Esoterism which are discussed more fully in papers and 
letters to Active Members than it is possible to do in those which 
are intended for Corresponding Members. Consequently we sug- 
gest that these more earnest students, who have studied and assimi- 
lated the subject matter of the Corresponding Lessons, write to the 
Secretary of the O. E. S. in regard to making application for Active 
Membership. Conditions governing this degree can be learned 
through referring to previous issues of THe BULLETIN, or will be 
Sent to anyone upon request. 


Address Secretary, Oriental Esoteric Society—1443 Q Street, 
N. W., Washington, D. C 
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MEDITATION | 


It is impossible to establish any undertaking whatever on other | 
lines than those of truth, for truth is the Divine principle of recti- 
tude, of outpouring in a straight line, of constant and invincible de- 
termination; and try as we may, and often do, to build on other 
foundations, we cannot long stand against the law. 


Character is the one essential to $uccess in any work, Capital, 
influential friends, education, ability and knowledge of the matter 
in hand are aids, but without any or all of these, most of the great 
men of the world have come to the front 4nd have left behind them 


an inspiration and an example, | 


If our character is firm, the motive pure and strong, the will 
determined, we are in the line of truth; we have but to go straight 
forward and be true to ourselves and to our fellowman, and the law 
will protect us. 


This certainty of being in the right path,—which comes of high 
aim and the will to carry it out for the good of all, not only of: 
self,—is of itself a wonderful occult power. It is not easy of at- 
tainment for it rests upon a living consciousness of the presence of 
God in all things and events, and faith in our union with Him. 


When we know that we work for God and with God we lay 
hold of the force that moves the Universe. 


TRUTH 


Truth is within ourselves ; it takes no rise from outward things. 
To live in harmony with the Law of the Universe, this is Truth. 


If a man dissemble, he deceives himself, and goes out of ac- 
quaintance with his own being. 


4. Neither calamity nor treachery does the largest sum of mischief 
in the world. It is the glistening and softly spoken lie, the 
amiable fallacy, the merciful lie of the friend, and the careless 
lie of each man to himself, that cast so black a shadow over 
the world. 


5. The true prevails, not the untrue. 


6. To become divine is the aim of life; then only can truth be said 
to be ours beyond the possibility of loss, because it is no longer 
outside us, nor even in us, but we are it, and it is we; we our- 
selves are a truth, a will, a word of God. 


He who knows the truth knows the Light, and he who knows 
that Light knows Eternity. Love knows that Light. 


| THE ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY 


Since the Oriental Esoteric Center and the Oriental Esoteric 
Society have now returned to our Headquarters at 1443 Q Street, 
N. W., where the Work has been carried on for several years past, 
and; our friends may send in their Book Orders to us at that address. 

'The Directors are very appreciative of the aid that has al- 
ready come in from those loyal Members who know the value of 
the Library to our people—a prompt action on their part, which has 
made it possible for us to take measures towards maintaining the 
integrity of our Work and the unity of our three-fold organization. 

‘It is earnestly requested that all those, who have not yet been 
heatd from in answer to our appeal, give us their hearty co-opera- 
tioni as soon as possible. 


BOOKS FOR SALE AND RENT 


Upon first request any book or books up to the value of 
two dollars will be loaned free. 

Renting Terms:—-Two weeks or less, ten cents per volume; each 
succeeding week or fraction of a week, five cents per volume. Time 
in transit not counted. Cost of transportation both ways at bor- - 
rower's expense. A deposit of two dollars or more should be made 
as a.credit of not less than one dollar must be standing to the credit 
of the borrower unless waived by special arrangement. 

Figures in ( ) show cost of sending books to the borrower and 
is charged to him; he prepays transportation when returning books. 
When books are purchased no transportation is charged, but when 
rented books are bought after being kept more than two weeks all 
time. in excess of two weeks must be paid for. 

‘Address The Oriental Esoteric Library, care of The Oriental 
Esoteric Society, 1443 Q St. N. W. 


Esoterism and Devotional Classics. 


What Esoterism Is, Agnes E. Marsland............ 

Fas ace a pret MR Saas tgs a paper, .35; cloth .50 (.04) 
First Principles of Esoterism, Agnes E. Marsland.. 

SST A Ad En a a cl leather, $1.50; cloth 1.00 (.06) 
Light on the Path, with Comments, Mabel Collins. . 

Neri th Cor cee RIE it het ithe leather, .75; cloth .40 (.03) 
Light on the Path, Mabel Collins, introduction by 

C. Jinarjadasa,..... paper, .1§; leather, 50; cloth .25 (.03) 
Through the Gates of Gold, Mabel Collins.......... -75 (.06) 
The Voice’ of the Silence, H. P. Blavatsky......... 


oasa AEO pa erida hi curios ee leather, .75; cloth .5o (.04) 
The Bhagavad Gita, translated by Annie Besant 


teen 


AAE aA ste Ati paper, .20; leather, .75; cloth .50 (.03) 
The Bhagavad Gita, translated by Chas. Johnston... 1.00 (.10) 
Bulletins of the Oriental Esoteric Center....... 1910 2.00 (.1T) 
Bulletins of the Oriental Esoteric Center....... IQII 2.00 (.11) 


The Way, Agnes E. Marsland........... (sold only) .10 
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FORGET ! 


Do the kindly, loving deeds 
Springing from the heart, 

Such as help a brother's needs— 
Then forget thy part. 


Do an act of charity, 
Hiding well thy hand, 
Lest the one thou aidest see 

And misunderstand. 


Do a kindly action, then 
Banish from thy thought, 

From thy tongue, from sight of men, 
What thy. hand hath wrought. 


